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Lizzy Allen & Kerri Millar 

For Nolting Quilting Machine’s

Becoming familiar with your new Quiltmagine

So you have been quilting for years and now you 

you to have fun quilting but you have to remember 

they are exacting – they simply do what you 

You now need to get to know your system

PC – This will be in “simulation” mode

because you are not stitching). You 

It takes time to learn, BE PATIENT. R

practiced.  If you’re new to computers and software that’s ok

you know it, you will be using it the way you

 

HELP 

You can now go to www.youtube.com

You can watch these videos as often as you need 

tutorials. 

Read the Quiltmagine Help Files  

Contact your dealer – knowhowsewing.com.au

Quiltmagine is even on Face book 

 

Protecting your equipment  

Ok, so you have just paid a lot of money for your Nolting quilting machine and 

recommend that you protect it with a Surge Protector 

purchasing a UPS (Uninterrupted Power Supply) these include surge protect

When Using Quiltmagine always check the following 

1. Belts are firm and engaged.

2. Needle position UP 

3. Channel Lock is Off  

4. Stitch regulator is ON 
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For Nolting Quilting Machine’s  

Becoming familiar with your new Quiltmagine 

So you have been quilting for years and now you have taken the leap to automated. Congratulations

have to remember you are now using a computer aided automation system 

they simply do what you tell them to. 

our system. One of the easiest ways to do this is to install 

mode. Now you can play, make mistakes and experiment (no unpicking, 

. You are now free to learn and be creative.   

BE PATIENT. Remember you couldn’t quilt until you bought a quilting machine

new to computers and software that’s ok too – it just takes time and patience and before 

using it the way you now use your mobile phone. 

www.youtube.com and in the search engine type Quiltmagine 

videos as often as you need - keep checking as they are continually updating with new 

knowhowsewing.com.au for all support and technical advice. 

so you have just paid a lot of money for your Nolting quilting machine and Quiltmagine

recommend that you protect it with a Surge Protector – Power surges affect all computers

purchasing a UPS (Uninterrupted Power Supply) these include surge protection. 

always check the following when starting up  

are firm and engaged. 
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ongratulations, we want 

are now using a computer aided automation system – 

ne of the easiest ways to do this is to install the program on your 

experiment (no unpicking, 

ntil you bought a quilting machine and 

it just takes time and patience and before 

continually updating with new 

ine.  I strongly 

Power surges affect all computers. If possible consider 
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Tablet 

So now you are using a tablet. You have to be patient. Always allow the command to finish before trying to 

select it again.  When you don’t allow the tablet to process the commands, the tablet screen will appear 

cloudy with a consequence of waiting longer as it’s become unresponsive. This can result in having to reboot 

the entire system which in turn takes more time. So let’s be patient. Digitized files can be very large. It needs 

time to calculate. 

Important - do not download directly to your tablet. Do this to your desktop or laptop first and then save to a 

flash drive. Quiltmagine will not read zipped (compressed) files.   I have created a special folder on my desktop 

as a Library of all my digital files. This is a great backup location in case I lose a file or if it becomes corrupt.  

Simply copy and paste the desired file onto your flash drive to import into your tablet.  It is also recommended 

that you do not store all your digital files within your tablet as this will slow your software down. 

You will also need to go into settings on your tablet and turn the sleep mode Off – otherwise the tablet will go 

to sleep while you a stitching which is not desired. 

Using a USB Hub 

If your table only has one USB port – you can use a USB hub. This will allow you to import files. It is 

recommended that you remove it when finished, as this will help prevent any communication issues or errors. 

Quiltmagine file format is GPF. You can import the following file formats :- 

CMD, CQP, CSV, DXF, HQF, QLI, TAP, TXT, XY and  Qdata  

The recommend file extensions to import are CPQ, QLI and DXF – if you have a problem with a file it could 

have copyright codes in it, so just try another format. 

Quiltmagine can import and export files. You can only do this one at a time. 

 

 

Updating Software  

All updates are currently performed by the Grace Company.  Your dealer will contact you if Hardware updates 

are necessary.  For simple software updates select Help at the Home Screen, then Software Updates. Choose 

the source of your update – on line files. 
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Important – Once all software updates have been completed, all setting will have reverted back to factory 

default. You will need to go back and redo your screen scaling. 

Make sure automatic software updates is turned Off – as windows operating system will automatically update 

and this can affect the Quiltmagine drivers.  

It’s not recommended to leave your system on when you have finished.  Make a habit of turning OFF the 

system at the end of all quilting projects.  Start each day with new connections.  Always Save your work 

frequently, this will allow you to restore if something goes wrong.  Allowing the tablet to power off clears the 

memory, which in turn defrags it. 

 

Disengaging Belts – Custom – Freehand Quilting  

When you are stitching out Pantographs, DO NOT disengage the belts until the entire quilt is finished.  If you 

disengage the belts you will need to start over and recalculate everything. The belts are part of the navigation 

system – it has “plotted out” your entire quilt and knows where your safe area is located, and how to calculate 

the next row. 

I prefer to disengage the belts when doing custom quilting or free hand work as the machine is easier to move 

and it doesn’t feel heavy.   

Grace Company strongly advises against disengaging the belts after you have initiated Quiltmagine – consider 

doing your entire computerized quilting first, and then come back later to do the custom work. 

If you disengaged the belts while using Quiltmagine it is recommend that you save the design you are working 

on.  Exit the software, turn the carriage off, then on – Then open the software again. 

Failure to follow this procedure could result in software and placement errors. 
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For Nolting Quilting Machine’s 

 

Congratulations on purchasing Quiltmagine! – You will have many hours of enjoyable quilting. 

 

Like all programs there are many ways we can utilise their functions. This manual aims to address some of the 

features the Quiltmagine quilting software has and the way I have found it to be most successful. This is not an 

exhaustive list of all the amazing things you will be able to accomplish with quiltmagine, but I hope it helps you 

begin to learn the many fabulous functions of this program . 

Practice makes perfect!  I have simply outlined one way of doing a task – this does not mean it is the right way 

or the only way. It is important to play and familirize yourself and find your prefered method.  Practice, play 

and quilt!   It is also important to note that you can download the demo version to your PC and this will allow 

you to learn all the features and create designs within Quiltmagine. 

Now lets get Started!  

Firstly calibrate your Machine. 

 In Quiltmagine it is referred to as screen scaling or calibration. This allows us to get more exact measurements 

which is very important when fitting designs into blocks or pantographs (avoiding edge to edge designs 

finishing short when stitching out a row).  In other words what’s mimicked on the screen portrays what will be 

quilted.   

1.  Measure and cut a piece of paper 3” square.  (This needs to be accurate) 

2. In the opening screen on the Left Hand side under the heading Design and Create, Select Pantograph, note: 

you may be asked to Set the safe Area, is so simply follow the prompts. 

 

 

  

 

 

3. Select Help 
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4. Select Set Screen Scaling 

 

5. Now Place the 3” square peice of paper on the screen that appears. 

 

6. Using your stylus or fingers, drag the bottom right intersecting corner, displayed on the screen, down to 

match your 3” square piece of paper. 

7. Select OK 

Well done, your will now have accurate measurements when using the ruler within the software, and true 

scaling on screen.  This is very helpful in the quilting process.  
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Quiltmagine Home Screen 

Select to open the Quiltmagine software – The Home screen appears 

 

 

 

 

 

You will note that we have three menu’s Design & Create left panel, Select & Sew Middle panel and Right 

Panel Print  

This is a basic introduction to these functions – as you play and create and quilt you will be able to utilize these 

wonderful functions within the software: 

Design & Create – This is basically using the tools within the PatternCad, this is where we design create or edit 

patterns.  I can work on the entire layout of a quilt or part there of like a border. I can either quilt it (sew) or 

save it to file for quilting later from the Select & Sew Menu. This is great for auditioning designs. 

Select & Sew – You are literally going straight in the Block setting within Quiltmagine. These designs’ are in 

your library or may have been imported into this library and are ready to quilt (sew). 

Print – This is where you print patterns, pantographs, or quilt layouts, even including your own custom quilting 

designs which you have recorded. 
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Importing Files 

Quiltmagine comes with some great digital designs loaded for you to first try stitching out these can be used 

for block’s or basic pantographs but everyone wants to know how to import that special design there dying to 

try, so I will quickly show you how to import a design into your software.  Quiltmagine with read many 

different file formats (types) 

Important - do not download directly to your tablet, do this to your desktop or laptop and then save to a flash 

drive, Quiltmagine will not read zipped (compressed) files.   I have created a special folder on my desktop as a 

Library of all my digital files; this is a great backup location in case I lose a file or if it becomes corrupt.  Simply 

copy and paste the desired file onto your flash drive to import into your tablet.  It is recommended that you do 

not store all your digital files within your tablet as this will slow your software down. 

Once you have the desired file on your flash drive insert it into the USB hub in your table. 

In the Design & Create menu select Quilt Layout the screen will open now,   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Select the Plug-ins Icon 

 

 

 

      Select the Import Icon 
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Select New Drive icon, and navigate to your 

flash drive, you will note that it will list all the 

drives attached to your tablet like all 

computers.     

 

 

 

 

Note: mine is E: Lizzy Stick, your will say something different. , select the one that is your flash drive . 

 

Select the desired file,    Select Ok 
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Select the New Folder Icon, following the 

prompts on the screen name your folder.  

 

 

 

 Now select the folder you created to open, 

 

 

 

 

Select on the bottom right where said File 

name is, the keyboard will appear, type the 

file name by the Select letters on the 

keyboard, and then Select enter. You have 

successfully imported a file.   
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Measurements in Quiltmagine 

There’s a great feature within Quiltmagine that I use on every single quilt, often in multiple ways. So for 

starters open Quiltmagine select the Pantograph button within the middle panel Select & Sew – following the 

prompts on your screen and set the safe area. 

 

Now you are in the Panto Stacker screen. 

Look at the top of the screen and you 

will see a yellow Icon of a ruler. Select 

and we have a screen which allows us 

to measure our quilts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

                                                               Right 

                            Left                                   

 

        

 

 

It’s easy to use, simply move the machine to your first measurement, say upper left corner of the quilt top, and 

select to register, then move to the right hand top corner of the quilt and select to register. Then to register 

this measurement we need to select Apply measurement. 

 

You will note that it puts the measurement in the total Height and /or total width on the Pantostacker.   Why is 

this so great? Well we have 3 ways in which we can measure something. Select the Block Icon and a rectangle 



Lizzy Allen & Kerri Millar All rights reserved Page 12 

appears, this allows us to measure both the height and width of a block and apply measurement.   Length icon 

gives us a straight line, which we can apply measurement, and the Width icon will give you a diagonal line to 

apply measurements to. You are able to toggle between all features. 

Always remember once you have measured something simply select Apply Measurement   

What’s great about this? Well, it means that when you do panto’s you can decide where you want to start and 

finish on the quilt to. I always like to add at least 2’ inches to my measurements that I did in the beginning with 

my measuring tape.  So instead, I simply use the measuring tape Icon and select where I want the panto to 

start and finish on my quilt top.  

This is a great tool for using in sashings, and borders of quilts. 
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Designing a Basting Stitch 

This can be used instead of channel lock (some machines do not have channel lock function) as this line will 

be perfectly aligned with your frame, thus assisting in making sure your quilt top goes on straight. 

Start up your program, and from the Design& Create menu select Pattern. This will open Pattern Cad. 

 

 

 

1. Snap to Grid                                           2. Draw 

                                                                                          3. Line 

 

 

 

 

From the menu on the left select Snap to Grid and then from the menu on the right side select 

Under Pattern- Draw and then Line. 

Pick a spot and whilst holding down the Left mouse Button drag across to the Right and then stop. This does 

not have to be a particular length. 

Once you have completed this save pattern under Continuous Line. 

You have now created your horizontal basting line pattern.  The same can be done for a vertical basting stitch 

pattern, except when you drag, drag down instead of across. 
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Optimizing a design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Optimizing a design – what does this mean – The green node denotes the start of a design and the larger red 

node is the stop.  Sometimes we can import a design and for whatever reason it will show a blue node - this 

means the software is seeing a jump.  But it’s really easy to fix.  Select the optimize Icon at the top of the 

screen which then brings up the pattern preview screen. 

 

 

                  Section No’s 

 

Jump Break 
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Select  Remove all - a message appears on the screen   - Do you wish to connect the first and last points?  - In 

this instant the answer is No.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

               START                                                                                                      

 STOP 

 

 

 

 

Quite often when designing pantograph layouts, we end up with a partial row at the beginning and end. 

These rows will have lots of light blue nodes denoting jumps. This will mean that the machine will have to 

constantly start and stop and the design will not stitch efficiently.  To avoid having to do this simply select 

the optimize Icon on the Top left of your screen. This is a great time saver. 
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Never fear at the top of the screen you will find the Undo last action, redo – restore action, you can zoom in 

or out, even change zoom level ranges.   Help menu can also be found in the upper right of the screen. 

 

 

 

Optimize Tools are found at the bottom of our screens,  here we can show trim lines or hide them, see 

section numbers.  You can even reverse the sewing order of a design – or simpy select animate stitching too 

see how the design will stitch out. 

1. Show Section Numbers – Enables and disables showing section numbers. 

 

2. Move Section Number – Move the location of the section number on the pattern, it does 

not change the sew order of the pattern. 

 

3. Remove All Trim Lines – Remove all trim lines from the pattern and places a stitch line 

which sews a contiuous line instead of stopping and jumping. 

 

4. Reverse All – Reverse the sewing path of the entire selection.  

 

5. Animate Stitching – Will show the pattern being traced in the order that it will sew out on the Quilt. 

 

6. Animation Speed – Set the speed of the animate stitching. 

 

7. Section Number – When you set this to a number, then select a particular section 

it will change that number to the one you have indicated. This allows you to 

manually change each section number. 

 

8. Show / Hide Trim Lines – Enables, Disables trim lines from being shown on the screen. 

 

9. Auto reverse – Will optimize the pattern automatically in the reverse direction it 

started at. 

 

10. Check for Breaks – when enabled you will be promted to remove trim lines during 

animated stitching. 

Select Ok to accept your changes, or Cancel to discard them. 
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Move to Start  

There’s a great feautre in Quiltmagine which is move to start.  You can use this option rather the pull bobbin 

feature. 

 

Select the Tools Box Icon found at the bottom of your screen  

 

 

 

Now move the quilting machine to approximately were its going to start then select the Move to Start Point 

Icon – The machine will move to the start point –  When the machine has stopped moving - press the single 

stitch button (On the handle - RED button Left hand side) Hold your top thread and swipe under you quiting 

foot to gab the bobbin thread.  Then simply select the sew Icon the machine will now do its tie of stitches 

according to your settings.  The Bull bobbin feature does have it merits and a great feature but this is just a 

little faster.  I will basically use it on every row.   
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Changing rows in Quiltmagine. - Pantograph 

Important always take the time to save your pantograph layout of a quilt –  Just in case you cant finish it all in 

one day – or you accidently hit that X at the top of the screen it does happen.  On the Bottom left of the screen 

you will see ”PS Placement – Select here to view Pattern Map” 

 

Ok so you have done two rows – and you inadvertently closed out, select Quilts as rows and your Placement 

screen back – now select -  PS Placement Icon on the bottom Left 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: that the screen is now showing your quilting rows, select either + or - Icons to move back or forward in 

the rows. 

The software will ask you to place each row to advance to the next row, move the machine to your preferred 

placement position and register, and it will advance to the next rows accordingly, always check that you have 

correctly aligned your rows, before quilting. 
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Using Auto Reverse 

If you are stitching a design that has a lot of rows – and they are approximately 2 Inches apart, or even closer – 

You may want to quilt these all in one pass – rather than placing each row.  You can use the Auto Reverse 

function to do this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Fit option is not active – add as many rows as you want these are about 2 -3 inches apart.  You can go 

down to as a little ½ inch apart. This will mean lots of rows.  The Pattern used here is semicircle.gpf found in 

the continuous Library.  Alternate rows have been offset. 

 

Select - Quilt as Rows Icon bottom right of the screen – then Select – Options Icon  - top left of your screen 
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Select to activate the Sewing Direction Auto Reverse option – the select Ok to register. 

 

 

 

First row    Start Point   Stop Point 

 

 

 

Second row   Stop Point    Start Point  

Quiltmagine will continue to change the quilting direction for every row for the entire quilt.   It is quite a handy 

tool, and can save you quite a bit of time when quilting.  The other option is simply to remember to select the 

reverse Icon at the top of your screen. 
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Block Placement Fill Methods.  – Ideal for custom quilting 

From the Home screen of your software – Middle Panel – Select & Sew Menu – Select Pattern 

 

 

  

 

 

Menu Tool Bar – Allows you to access your desired pattern, change your settings and if needed Optimize a 

design  

                                                             Iinstrucion panel –  Informs you of the next steps to take 

                                                                                                         

                         Preview design Area 

 

Setting window – Shows 

current placement Method 

and quilting settings 

 

 

            

            

            

Info Window – Show the information reagarding your placement      Action Button – used to actually place the 

pattern – Set safe area etc. 

 

By default the software will open with the last Method of placement.  At the moment It shows Block Fit and 2 

Point Placement. -  This method is appropriate if you want to just place a design inside a block and then 

custom quilt around the negative space. 
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Understanding the Fill Methods 

• Stretch means the pattern will be stretched to fit the block area, if necessary to fill the space you have 

designated.  – If the block is square but you have designated the four points and its a rectangle, the 

block will be perfectly stretched to fit the whole of this space. 

• Fit - This means the pattern will literally be fitted to the designated point’s of Top Left and Bottom 

Right : So the  design was 8 x 8 square, but the block is a rectangle 7 ½” x 9 ½” – this means that it will 

end up a square stitched at 7 ½” even on the 9 ½” side. The aspect ratio of the design is maintained. 

• Centre – the scale of the Pattern will be retained from QuiltCad regardless of how big or small the 

block size is set . If you want ithe design to be 10” you will need to set the design size first in Quiltcad.  

This is very handy for Feathered wreaths or circles that you might want to place in that blank 

alternating quilt block, as the aspect ratio will be retained for all blocks throught the quilt.  

Understand the Placement Methods 

• Tilted Block – This unique option  will tilt a block deisgn by deisgnating the 

bottom left corner of the block then the bottom right corner – this is 

setting the width and angle of the pattern. Then designate the top of the 

block, this has now created the actual height of the block that you wish to 

quilt.  It is creating a square but on a tilt.  You also have the option of Fit or 

Stretch in this method. When using Fit,  the deisgn will be perfectly scaled 

to the designated points; the aspect ratio of the pattern is retained.   

Strectch – The pattern will be stretched to fit the designated points;  

Height and or width expanded to the shape of the Block. 

 

• Four Point – This method uses the designated  4 points of the quilt block 

for placing the pattern – Top Left, Left Bottom, Bottom Right then Top 

Right. You also have the option of Fit or Stretch in this method. When 

using Fit,  the deisgn will be perfectly scaled to the designated points; the 

aspect ratio of the pattern is retained.   Strectch – The pattern will be 

stretched to fit the designated points;  Height and or width expanded to 

the shape of the Block. 

• When Custom Quilting these tools on the left of our settings 

 screen can be very useful.  Here I can set the Margins for where 

I would like to pattern design to sitch, although I have selected 

the Fit option and Stretch, I would like the pattern to be stitched 

within ¼” margin so that I can select the Ditch option once the 

pattern has been stitched. 
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Multi Point -  This is the designating one or more points on the quilt top for pattern placement . It is unique, as 

we can place 1 point of 6 points beyod. 

• Centre – The pattern will be placed in the center of the designated 

points – however the design will remain the same size as designed in 

QuiltCad. 

• In Multi Point you only have the Fill Method -  

For Instance if you are working of a Quilt with Hexagons you will Choose 

Multi-Point and Fill Method – Centre.   Border is manly used for ditiching a 

design.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Start, you will use the “Add Point” to designate your points by moving your longarm around to each of the 

designated points on the block. If you make a mistake, simply select Remove Last Point.  Once you have 

designated all of the points - to close the shape, you will need to select Close Polygon. 

• Border – This method will quilt the ditch line that you created by designating points – for instance the 

outer edge of a Hexi quilt. – No pattern will be placed.  This fill method is used for creating borders or 

quilting a ditch that does not corespond with a pattern. 
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Triangle – This placement is a little like the tilted block method, but this one offers the ability to designate a 

pattern into a triangle using three designated points. 

• Centre – the scale of the Pattern will be retained from QuiltCad regardless of how big or small the 

triangle size is –  The pattern design will be deisignated by selecting the bottom left and the bottom 

right and top point.  

• Fit - This means the pattern design will literally be fitted to the 

deisgnated point’s of Bottom Left , Bottom Right and Top point. The 

scale of the pattern design will change to the size of the designated 

points created.  The aspect ratio of the pattern will be retianed.  

• Stretch means the Triangle will be stretched to fit the designated 

shape, if necessary to fill the space.  Using this method the pattern 

design will be stretched in height and /or width to expand to the 

shape of the triangle 

 

Block Lock – This feature allows you to designate the points of a Block and lock it.  Once the block has been 

locked you can use it as a reference for the same placement method, or use it in conjuction with the other 

placement methods shown below. 

 

• Desingate the points of the block.  

• Now from the menu bar at the top of the screen select  Block Lock. 

• Once selected, you will notice a purple box is now on the screen – this indicates what has been 

locked. 

• You can change the placement method, to see how the current deisgn will look say placed with the 

triangle method. 

• Or alternatively, change the size of the block to see if the design is better fitted to the block. 

• You simlpy select Settings  from the menu bar at the top of the screen to change placement methods 

to say a triangle. 
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In this veiw, the design was placed with the triangle setting and at a 90’ degree angle to see how it would look 

placed within the block.  By using this tool, you have a great way of seeing  if the block will accomodate a  

design when placed in a particular manner. As always, there are many other ways that this tool can be used to 

aid your quilting experience. 
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BLOCK LOCK 

How to use Block Lock – this is very useful tool when you have an odd shape that you need to set a design into.   

Let’s get started in the Home screen - Select & Sew, then Pattern – Triangles – now simply select a design. 

 

You now need to access the settings menu at the top of our screen. 

Once in the settings menu you need to select  

 

Multi –Point and Border Fill method.  Notice the triangle design has disappeared from the screen but will come 

back.  
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I have drawn a rather bad hexagon, but remember you will be tracing a shape on your quilt top which will be 

accurate.   To trace a shape simply move the machine to the first point and select Add Point – now work your 

way around your shape adding points. You will need to select Close Polygon for your last point. 

Now that you have your shape, Select the Lock Block Icon. It is found at the top of the screen.  

 

 

You will notice that the shape is now highlighted purple – now simply go back to settings at the top of your 

screen and select triangle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now simply place your triangle inside the shape – find the centre of the shape and then use the side’s to 

successfully place your triangles, this means that you can place multiple design triangles within the hexagon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now you have placed the second triangle.  By using this feature of Lock Block, you have many options for 

placing designs into different shaped areas. 
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How to Quilt Simple Sashings using Quiltmagine 

 

To be able to do this tutorial I am assuming that you already know how to set up a Panto, as we need the 

design to be continuous.  I have set up my design using a built in design from Quiltmagine  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The design is call Curlycue. Set the Height and Width of the pattern. Once you are happy with design save it 

with an appropriate name.  Ok, so this was all pretty standard, now select Quilt As Rows.  

This now gives you the option to place the design as if you were in the Select & Sew Pattern Menu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select Settings, this will allow you to choose the placement method.  You can set the sashing both horizontal 

or vertical to suit the quilt.  You can also set the pattern margins so that it stitches 1/8 inside the area. 
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I Have selected that it stitch 1/8 inside the area, but have  

not adjusted the edge of the design area. 

 

 

If you wish to add a further design element to the 

quilting you can also use this function to stitch the ditch. 

Once the desired pattern has been stitched, select the ditch Icon in settings. 

You can then stitch in the ditch or even go one step further and set your preferred stitch 

margin. For instance, you might like to make it a feature and stitch inside the ditch by ¼ 

Inch. 

Happy designing. 

 

Quilt Sashing’s – Vertical Quilt Borders with Quiltmagine  

Ok, so we have a quilt and we don’t want to rotate the quilt top to enable us to do the Vertical border.  I’m 

going to show you another method that will allow us to do the vertical borders of the quilt without rotating it.  

This method is also great for using in sashings as well. 

This takes a little time in the design Layout, but it’s still a lot easier than rotating a quilt. So let’s get started.  

We are going to design horizontally for now them simply rotate once we are happy with the design.  We are 

going to use the continuous design method which gives us a lot of design choices. 

Creating Border Design 

 

Ok in the Design&Create menu select Pantograph ....... then Basic mode 

1. We need to measure the border let’s say 8’inches. 

2. Next set Total Height 6’inches – so we are not too close to the 

outer edge of the quilt or and seams. (if outer border consider area 

for binding) 

3. Set Total Width to 15” (I have a Nolting 24’ pro) this is within my Safe Zone.  

4. We need to select a pattern to use in the border – Something from continuous line folders or a 

design that you may have imported that is suitable. 
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5. I always like to save anything I’m working on – so save Pattern. 

You may use more than 3 design repeats, this will depend on the size and design of the pattern you intend 

to use and what will look good on your quilt.  (Purchased designs usually have a PDF with design 

information – recommended size & width). 

6. Once the design has been saved                                         select Home. 

 

7. We are now back to our main screen -select Quilt Layout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Now Select Pattern, and bring in your 

design. 

 

   

 

9.  You should now see the design in the window pain. 

 

10. Now  select a block to make it active on the layout page. Then 

select  Place Pattern 
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11. The design is now placed in our quilt lay out – now I can simply rotate, flip/mirror the design to suit 

the left or right border of the quilt.   

 

12. Once the design has been rotated/mirrored simply select Quilt  

 

 

13. Now my block has been placed on the screen 

ready to stitch.  (Vertically)  

 

14.  From here I have some great options so select 

Settings 

. 

 

 

Under SETTINGS, choose a Block or Four Point placement with Stretch selected.  Select Ok when finished.  Now 

check if the Stop Point (red dot) is at the top or bottom of the pattern. You will need to select REVERSE ALL to 

put the Start Point (green dot) at the top.   
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15. Now we need to figure out how many times the pattern (no higher than 15”) will fit into our quilt 

border. I usually mark these increments of the side borders before framing the quilt top  - so if our 

border is 60 inches divided this by 5 =  12”. Now I can safely place the design in the desired area.  

Following the prompts, Stitch the quilting design to left side of the border. 

 

16. Once the design has finished select 

 

  

17. This will take us back to our pattern layout screen. Remember the pattern must be highlighted to 

be active to allow us now to mirror – or rotate – simply select what you need then select  

 

18. I choose to do the Left side and the Right side of the border. Then when I have completed both 

sides of the borders, I can simply advance the quilt top to my next position. 

 

 

If you choose to do block designs in the corners of the quilt, remember not to include this in your 

border measurements when you are trying to determine how many pattern repeats you will need. 

 

Check Start and Stop points, I usually use “Pull Bobbin”                     after placing each design to make 

sure that they will align. 

 

 

 

 

Remember that some patterns will work better than others. You might try 2 pattern repeats for 

narrow borders – verses say 3 for something a little wider, for a denser quilting maybe 4.  Always 

check the start point is where you need it to be, and always check the sewing start position as you 

may need to reverse the sewing order.  
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This simple and easy method also works for doing all our vertical sashing’s on our quilt tops.  With 

Sashings, try using the placement method of two points.  Place the start point at top centre of the 

sashing and the other point at the centre bottom point of the sashing.  
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Quilt Borders & Corners 

 Firstly make sure that you have measured the quilt top 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is important to mark a ½ inch line on the sides and top of the quilt. This will allow for the binding

want more than ½ inch for your binding seam you must add this as well). Also mark 1/4 inch from the sashing's 

seam line. The above diagram is using 8 inches as our sewing area.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure the top border excluding the corners, approx 56”inche

Once these measurements are completed now open 

For the purpose of this exercise, use the design pipeline gpf. From the 

Now open the Quiltmagine software 

All rights reserved 

Firstly make sure that you have measured the quilt top – borders depth 8 Inch. 

It is important to mark a ½ inch line on the sides and top of the quilt. This will allow for the binding

want more than ½ inch for your binding seam you must add this as well). Also mark 1/4 inch from the sashing's 

seam line. The above diagram is using 8 inches as our sewing area. 

Measure the top border excluding the corners, approx 56”inches.   

Once these measurements are completed now open Quiltmagine. 

For the purpose of this exercise, use the design pipeline gpf. From the Quiltmagine Library.

software - from the Home Screen Middle Panel select Pantograph

Page 34 

It is important to mark a ½ inch line on the sides and top of the quilt. This will allow for the binding. (If you 

want more than ½ inch for your binding seam you must add this as well). Also mark 1/4 inch from the sashing's 

Library. 

Pantograph. 
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Following the Prompt on the screen go ahead and set your safe area. 

Firstly create the inside section of the border for the quilt top excluding the corners. 

You should at this stage have already done a couple of pantographs and are comfortable using the menu tools 

within Pantostacker. 

 

 

If currently in EZ mode, from the tools menu bar at the bottom on the screen select the Total Height Icon, and 

Total Width. Following the prompts, put in these measurements. 

 Now go ahead and select the Select Pattern Icon and bring in your desired pattern.  You can also use the ruler 

from the tools menu bar at top of the screen and apply measurements – whichever you desire. 

When happy with how the design has worked out, save the design to be used later. 

Select Home Icon and return to the home screen. From the Design and Create menu select Quilt Layout. 

Once open in the quilt Layout screen, from the tools menu on the right hand side select Size Icon. The window 

pane opens. This will allow you to alter the block Size and Height – In this instance the total quilt width is 72 

inches, so divide this by 8” essentially, dividing the border into blocks. Select OK. 
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Now select the middle blocks of the top row (excluding the corners). Note: they have changed color because 

they are now activated.  Then select Merge Icon from the tools menu on the right hand side, you are essential 

telling Quiltmagine that this is a border or one single block. 

The Pattern now needs to be placed.  Select - Select Pattern Icon and bring in your pattern. 

 

The pattern is visible in your active screen on the right. Select the Place Pattern Icon. The design when placed 

on the screen looks very small.  To adjust this, use the tools Menu on the right to adjust Size and Height etc.  It 

should look now look like a design that was created in Pantosacker. 

 

To place the designs in the corners, select the Select Pattern Icon and bring in the corner design in the active 

window.  Making sure the border row is not active any longer. Deactivate it if you need to. 
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Now designs have been placed in each of the corners. Viewing the screen snap below, it doesn’t appear to 

match. The right corner needs to be rotated. Use the Tools menu on the right until you are happy with the 

overall look,    

 

 

 

 

Some designs will not look geometrically correct and are not to scale; they will be plotted and quilted perfectly 

to your quilt top.   Select the Left corner block so it is active and then select the Quilt Icon at the bottom of 

your screen.                                          

 The design is now being sent to Quiltmagine ready to stitch out.Quilting the Corner Block 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Tools menu bar at the top of the screen select Settings. 
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Select Four Points for placement method and Fill Method – Stretch - and select Ok  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using a quilting ruler mark where the design needs to fit, allowing for your preferred margins (1/2”inch ). If 

you’re not sure how the design will stitch out, select Trace. This allows you to see where the design will quilt. If 

it’s not quite right go ahead and re plot the design.  You can also use the print function to print corner 

templates if you prefer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Now the corner has been stitched out, go back to quilt layout and select the Centre Row. Once it is active 

select the Quilt icon to send to Quiltmagine for stitching.  
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Use the same settings above, and plot the middle border. Before stitching the middle part of the border select 

the Trace Icon to see if there are any adjustments that need to be made to the placement of the design.  You 

don’t have to wait until the machine gets to the end to see if the quilting design will finish in the right location 

– select the stop Icon, then select the Trace From End Icon.  If you are happy with the placement select the 

Sew Icon.  On completion of the design, go back to your quilt layout screen and quilt the remaining corner. 

 

Finishing the remaining borders 

Open your Quilt Layout screen. This quilt in this instance is square. Note: designs have now been placed for the 

side borders, and bottom border.   Now all you have to do is select the desired design that you want to quilt. 

Once active, selet the Quilt Icon to send it to Quiltmagine. 



Lizzy Allen & Kerri Millar All rights reserved Page 40 

 

Quilting Side Border  

Side Borders 

 

In this method the quilt will not be rotated, the side borders will be quilted as the quilt is rolled on (advanced).  

You will need to use the same measurements from the top centre row of the quilt (See Screen snap below), 

there were 6 patterns across, the Pattern Height was 8” inches and the Pattern Width was 8 inches. On the 

side blocks the Height of the pattern becomes the Pattern Width and the Width becomes the Pattern Height.  

In our quilt the measurements are the same however this is not always the case. Once you have rolled on your 

quilt, using your quilting ruler mark the desired position of the next pattern.  

 

 

 

 

In your Quilt Layout screen, select the side border design to be quilted on the left hand side.   Select the Quit 

Icon and send it to Quiltmagine. 
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Quilting Side Border  

 

 

Use the same settings the were used for the top border.  Select settings - Four Points for placement method 

and Fill Method – Stretch - select Ok.  From the Tools menu at the top of your screen select the Reverse Icon – 

This will reverse the sewing order if required. Select Trace Icon to check the placement, and select Sew Icon to 

quilt the design.  

 

 

You will need to repeat these steps for the remainder of the side borders of the quilt. (If your throat size allows 

you could merged two or more blocks together. This would need to be done in Quilt Path. 

To Quilt the remaining bottom border, repeat the steps above remembering to mirror and rotate the corners 

and middle section if required. This is done using the tools menu on the side.   The block must be “ active” to 

do this – select it to be active – select to deactivate  (It will appear grey when selected).  Save your layouts into 

your quilt library so that you can refer to them at any time as you may not always finish a quilt in one day. 

If your quilt measurements are not square eg. your sides are longer then the top. Measure the border length 

and make the individual quilt blocks as close as possible in length to the width measurement of your top 

blocks. They may not be exact but once stretched should not be noticed when looking at the quilt top as a 

whole. Our top was 72 inches which gave us 8 inch blocks. If the length of the quilt was say 88 inches you 

would have to deduct the 8 inch corners and design a new middle design for the sides.  

Remembering or course that on the side borders the width of the blocks will be the 8 inches and the length 

will be the measurements of the newly designed pantograph design for each space eg. 8 patterns at 9 inches. 

These block measurements will need to be marked and plotted on the quilt top down the side borders so that 

each block can be correctly plotted. 
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As always there is an alternative. You can stitch the whole of the top row as one design. This would require 

making sure that the corner blocks prior to being activated are in the correct sewing order to allow for 

continuous stitching. This will then be sent to Quiltmagine as one complete design and allows you to sew the 

top and bottom rows as one instead of each corner and then the middle. Make sure you optimize before 

sewing. 

Wrapped Borders  

Completing Wrapped Borders in Quiltmagine.  In Quilt Layout use the overall measurement of your quilt top, 

or you can use a block size and set how many blocks required both horizontal and vertical. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Set the blocks to your desired size (7”inch Block because the border sewing width required is 7”Inches). Select 

the 4 blocks to make them active, then select the Merge Icon from the tools menu on the right.  You will need 

to select the Pattern icon and select the desired pattern from your library.  Now it will be in your viewing pain.  

To place the pattern in the active corner blocks - select the Place Pattern Icon. Use the tools menu to size and 

move the design until you are pleased with the overall look.   Note: When you select the Quilt Icon – you can 

only send one design at a time - the one that is highlighted is the active one.  

Placement - the option used is 4 Point Block to Stretch.  Carefully mark your quilt where you would like the 

design to be stitched.  14” x 14” would be the corner less any margins to allow for binding etc.  Before quilting 

select the Trace Icon to check overall placement. 
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To quilt the remaining part of the border open Pantograph from the Select and Sew menu. Select the Select 

Pattern Icon from you library, select the design, create the centre design and then Quilt as a Single Pattern,  

once again remembering to use the trace function to check the layout and if needed optimize the design to 

remove jumps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although Quilt Layout was used to place the designs, it has been stitched out as individual designs. This allows 

you to accomplish the goal of quilting the borders even if it’s only one step at a time. 

 

The alternative to stitching the side borders down the quilt as individual blocks is to rotate the quilt top and 

stitch the middle border designs as a single pattern, the same as in the first instance when the original top and 

bottom rows were completed.   
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Pantograph - edge 2 edge designs  

For those of us who are running a business or even just starting out, a pantograph quilt is one of the fastest 

ways to get our Quiltmagine to pay for itself – so let’s get started.  First measure your quilt top. It is important 

to measure the width and depth and I often will measure across the middle and both side edges just to see if 

there are any problems before starting.  Check all seams (no holes you don’t want your quilting foot to get 

caught). 

Ok, so here we go – so let’s say our quilt measures 62’ x 89’ (if possible frame the quilt using the longest side - 

less rows to quilt). If the quilt top measurements weren’t quite right use the largest width measurement as 

this will avoid the pattern from finishing short. It looks better if the pattern finishes under the binding. 

Frame you’re backing, then you’re batting onto the quilt frame, and then your quilt top. Always stitch the top 

edge of the quilt down as this avoids the quilting foot from ever getting caught under the quilts top edge. Also 

stitch down the sides of the quilt as you go trying to keep the quilt as square as possible. Measure and tweak 

the top if necessary when your roll forward. 

Ok, so now we are ready to set up Quiltmagine.  Make sure machine power is on, Needle is UP, you are in 

Stitch Regulator mode, turn on the Quiltmagine carriage, and make sure that both belts on the carriage are 

engaged. Move the carriage to the centre of the sewing area. Turn on the Tablet and select the Quiltmagine 

Icon.  Follow the prompts on the screen. Your machine will cycle through recognising that carriage is on, and 

verifying software.  The carriage will move slightly this is why it’s important to have the needle in the Up 

position. 

 I usually go into the Design & Create menu and select Pantographs.  I do this so that I can 

save the entire pantograph in case I don’t get the job finished in one quilting session. This 

allows going back into the file the next day/session and continuing. It’s easier to be safe 

than sorry.  I also prefer to use basic mode as this allows the first row of the quilt to start 

and finish with a partial row. This is also great when you have purchased digital quilting 

patterns that interlock and are undulating.   

Quiltmagine will open in the default of EZ 

Mode – this is ok for simple geometric style 

designs. 

Ok so let’s set our quilt measurements, Select 

Total Height – ok now do total Width – ok (or 

you could have used your ruler icon and 

applied measurements.  You will see that I 

have already set my length to 62 x 89, and that 

we are in EZ mode, now select pattern. 

 

Now to chose the designs we wish to use – scroll through the pages until you fine Pipeline – select 
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It has brought the design in, but we need to make adjustments, so that it looks good on the quilt.   Select 

Pattern Height to say 10” which will give us 8 rows and the pattern width to 12 this will give us repeats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The design is now there, but I really 

don’t like the way it is nesting so I now 

make a few quick adjustments. 

I don’t want the pattern to appear on 

top of the other row. By selecting the 

arrows I can change the appearance 

until it’s more ascetically appealing. 

This automatically adjusts the pattern 

size. 

 

 

 

You will see that I have adjusted the space between the rows and have selected Odd Rows. 

 

Because I am happy with the design I will now select the save                      at the top left of the screen, Always 

make sure the entire quilt layout is displayed on the screen when you Select save.  This can save time and stop 

frustration, as once it’s saved you can always go back and restart where you left off. 

.  
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Pantograph in Basic Mode 

Now I will quickly show you why I usually use Basic mode. Really it’s because we have more options for nesting 

and this is especially important with designs that are undulating and that need to be offset. 

Make sure machine power is on, Needle is UP, you are in Stitch Regulator mode, turn on the Quiltmagine 

carriage, and make sure that both belts on the carriage are engaged. Move the carriage to the centre of the 

sewing area. Turn on the Tablet and select the Quiltmagine Icon.  Follow the prompts on the screen. Your 

machine will cycle through recognising that the carriage is on, and verifying software.  The carriage will move 

slightly and this is why it’s important to have the needle in the Up position. 

 

 

Open Quiltmagine and select Pantographs in the Design&Create Menu                         This is taking you to the 

Panto Stacker design element of Quiltmagine. 

Set Safe Zone: Safe zone should be set outside your quilt top.  

1. Move machine to top left corner of safe zone, which should be the top left of your quilt top, in the 

batting area. 

 

2. Move machine to the bottom right of the quilt top, of the right side of the quilt.  

 

 

 

 

3. Change Mode, change panto mode from EZ (default) to Basic, to do this simply select the Mode Icon, 

Select  Basic.                                                                

 

 

This gives us more options for our designs on our quilt tops. 

Set total width Select our Ruler Icon at the top centre of the screen   

Now move the machine, place the needle at the top left edge of your quilt top fabric - this is where we would 

like the quilting to start and finish – I like to start of the edge and finish off the edge so all stitching will be 

under the binding when finished. Now move to the right side bottom.  

                                                                         

Select Left side of this button             Select Right side of Button 
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Select Apply Measurement 

 

All your stitching will now start 1 Inch off your quilt top and finish an 1 Inch off the quilt top if that is what you 

have selected. 

Set Total Height – Select the bottom left of the screen                      a box will appear,  

 You will need to Select or type the exact measurement of the entire height of 

the quilt. (Always measure the total Height and width of the quilt top before you 

put the quilt on the frame) This is not the measurement visible between your 

rollers but the total height of the quilt top. 

 

 

Select Pattern –                from the tools menu on the left of the screen - Then select Continuous Line  

 

 

Double tap the design you want – or highlight the design and select.  (This is a design that has been imported – 

so don’t worry that you don’t have the pattern I have shown.) 

 

       

 

 

 

Design your Panto – Select the Plus signs next to Rows and Patterns – You can click on the Minus sign to 

remove rows or patterns.    As you are adding rows and patterns you need to pay attention to the Pattern 

Height and width, most patterns come with a recommended size. I usually decide how many rows will look 

good on the quilt and decided how many repeats will look good.  
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I have a Nolting 24 Pro so looking at the pattern Height I will be able to stitch the rows without any problems. 

Quiltmagine automatically adjust the sizing for us as we adjust the pattern repeats and rows. 

 

Notice at the bottom of the screen there is information displayed – it shows the pattern name that the nest is 

set to width, my wrap is set to Horizontal and vertical and the size of the pattern.   

Nest Designs – At the moment the nest button is set to width- it evenly spaces the pattern across the width of 

our quilt.  So when I Select the nest icon it changes to nest fit, its whole appearance has changed.  By selecting 

this icon you will be able to see how patterns change.  The pattern fits the entire quilt top.  I have now checked 

the fit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have now selected nest ends, notice that there are now partial repeats, sewn at the end.  I will now make 

sure the Fit is checked. Next I will check the size and remove some of the space between the rows 
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Ok, so I selected the size icon and 

played with the size which 

Quiltmagine automatically 

adjusted for us, but I still had 

space at the top of the quilt I 

wasn’t happy with. So I 

unchecked the Fit button, this is 

why I now have partial pink rows 

at the top and bottom. I am 

happy with it so it’s time to save 

the design and then start 

quilting. 

       

 

There are so many options within basic mode it’s something that you really need to try with 

simulation mode and have fun. 

 It’s important to note – that changes will only apply to selected rows.  Use the select Row to apply 

changes, you can select All, None, or toggle between alternating rows.  You can also use the “Select 

Row” button to select individual rows for manipulation, simply tap to select, this makes the row that 

is highlighted active. 

 

If you Select Size Icon, new boxes appear to the right, use these boxes to make 

your designs taller, shorter, wider or thinner.  This will only affect the rows that 

you have selected to be active. 

 

If you Select the Move Icon, new boxes appear to the right, pay close attention to 

which rows are active, you can control how far the row moves by Selecting the 

“Step” Icon on the right of the screen (range is from tiny to Jumbo steps) You can 

use these boxes to move your active rows to the left or right, Select Stagger Icon 

to move them exactly half the size of the design. 

 

Flip & Rotate – Select this Icon if you wish to flip or rotate designs usually after choosing Alternating 

rows  

 

 

 



Lizzy Allen & Kerri Millar All rights reserved Page 50 

Need a closer look Select the Zoom Icon  tap within the straight bar that appears in order to see zoom 

percentages within your design 

 

Select Fit to return back to full view of quilt 

 

Remember that you can always Reset and start over, or Select the Undo Redo buttons, a quilter’s best friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

     Let’s Quilt 

Measure the top with your tape measure, Load quilt to frame. Turn machine on make sure you are in stitch 

regulator mode, needle up position, tablet turned on, Quiltmagine selected on tablet, Move the carriage to the 

centre of the sewing area. Turn on the Tablet and select the Quiltmagine Icon.  Follow the prompts on the 

screen. Your machine will cycle through recognising that carriage is on, and verifying software.  The carriage 

will move slightly this is why it’s important to have the needle in the Up position. 

1. Select Pantograph from the Select & Sew Menu, follow the prompts and set safe area. 

2. Enter the measurements your quilt into Total width and Total Height. 

3. Change the Mode to Basic  

4. Select the pattern that you have saved. 

5. Select Quilt as a Row, this may take a couple of minutes to load depending on the file size. 

 

 

6. Your first row will appear ready for you’re to quilt – If you see Blue Dots on the screens – these are 

breaks (jumps) in the pattern and we don’t want these as the machine will stop constantly, so we will 

need to get rid of them simply Select Optimize found at the top of our screens. 
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7. We now need to Select                                  a message will appear on our screen.  Select No in response to 

“do you wish to connect the first and last points. Your screen then should resemble this, Select OK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. To let Quiltmagine know where you want it to start stitching the 1
st

 row of your panto, move the 

machine to upper left corner of your quilt top, and tap where you want it to start.  You may use either 

Upper Left or Upper Right. I usually just use upper left. 

 

 

 

9. Now open Select setting’s   

 

10. You should now check the sewing speed for most pantographs Medium is 

great, and I set my tie of stitch count to 4 and uncheck Automatic Bobbin 

Pull.  

 

                                                               

 

11. You are now ready to stitch. You can either use the Pull Bobbin feature or you can have the Quiltmagine 

move to start, I personally just move the machine to close to the start point and then Select Sew and 

manually pull bobbin. 

12.  Hold onto both threads and choose sew. 
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13. Remember it will quilt the first almost full row and then go back and quilt the partial row at the very top.  

Then it will scroll to the 2
nd

 row.  This is a bit confusing at first, but you will get the hang of it. 

14. Congratulations first row has now been completed  

 

 

 

 

15. You will get one of two messages Either The next row has been placed ........ Or “The pattern is not 

within Safe Area................”            

16. Next 

row 

does 

not 

fit 

within your defined safe area select ok,          

      

Now Select Move to top Left Mark with a Water soluble pen or even a pin if you like. 

 

 

 

17.  Select continue with Placement ,   

Select Yes to be you sure you have marked....”   

 After placing this first mark, I always measure the distance from the last row of stitches to the new start point, 

with a quilting ruler, - this is my back up in case I don’t tell Quiltmagine to mark the next row. 

Roll your quilt forward until it is in the safe zone area, remembering to stitch down either side of your quilt so 

that your quilting foot cannot get caught, and check that you quilt top is staying square  
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To start stitching again, let Quiltmagine know where it should start stitching the next row.  Simply move the 

machine to the marked spot, on the quilt top that you made.  If the screen on Quiltmagine is pink it mean that 

you did not roll on the quilt top enough and the next row is not completely in the Safe Zone simply roll on 

some more. 

18. Machine will move to the start point manually pull bobbin then Select Sew.  

19. Keep Quilting, following steps until quilt top completed. 

 

Explanation of the Placement Methods 

1. Top Left Corner – Uses the Top Left corner of the row as the marker to place the row.  This method 

will not distort or change the size of the row. 

2. Top Left Corner Distort - uses the Top Left corner of the row as the marker to place the row.  This 

method has the ability to distort and change the size of the row. 

3. Centre – Uses the top Centre point of the row as the placement marker. This method will not change 

the size of the row. 

4. Top Right Corner Distort – Uses the Top right corner of the row as the marker to place the row.  This 

method has the ability to distort and change the size of your row. 

5. Top Right Corner – Uses the Top Right corner of the row as the marker to place the row.  This Method 

will not distort or change the size of your row. 

6. Move Lower Left – Extends the bottom left of the pattern, distorting the pattern angle while retaining 

the pattern height. 

7. Distort Lower Left – Extend the bottom left of the pattern, distorting the pattern angle and height. 

8. Distort Lower Right – Extends the bottom right of the pattern, distorting the pattern angle and 

height. 

9. Move Lower Right – Extends the bottom right of the pattern, distorting the pattern angle while 

retaining the pattern height. 

 

Important – You must use 1, 3 or 5 for the first row placement option.  These are anchor points; they will lock 

the Pantograph on the placement screen.  Once they are set you can then adjust with the other placement 

options.  If you set these points after the placement it will reset to the new anchor. 

 

        1                2              3                 4          5             

 

            6                   7                 8                    9       
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Merge Quilt Blocks  

 

In the Design & Create Menu Select Pattern.   Once in Pattern Cad main screen you need to select a pattern 

from our Block Library to work with. 

I have selected the design Four Star Petal from our Block Library.                   

You will note that 

the design has a 

centre start 

position. You need 

to move the start 

point from the 

centre to the outer 

edge. 

Simply select nodes 

to make them 

active. 

Select the single 

node, by using your 

stylus to draw a box 

around it. 
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 New Start Position 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You only want the one solid node.  Select - Move Start Point from the Tools drop down menu.  

This is now the new start position for the design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Start 

point 
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Once the start point is in this position, make a copy of our block – from the file menu bar at the top of your 

screen, select - File – Layers – Copy to Bottom Layer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You now have two copies of the design – one on top of each other.   

Next you need to Flip and rotate the design to put the start point on the Left. In the edit screen on the right - 

Select ALL – Edit – Flip – Flip Horizontal. 

 This now gives you a start point on the left side. 

Now you need both of the designs on the active level. On the left of your screen select the Merge Icon – The 2 

designs are now there one on top of the other. You need to move them so that the designs are side by side 

and the start points are touching.   

 

It is easier to see what you are doing if you turn nodes off – upper left of the screen.  You now need to 

optimize the design to take out the jump stitches and to make sure that you are connecting the end point to 

the new start point of the other design. 
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Select the nodes Icon at the top left of the screen, then select Optimize 

 

Select Remove All – now the software will ask us do you wish to connect the first and last points?  Normally 

you would say no but in this instant you need to say YES. 
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Simply follow the steps above to create a border. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy designing. 
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Printing   

Printing can be a very useful tool. After designing your quilt/pantograph and using the zoom tool you 

may still be unsure if the design is the right size for your quilt. As the picture on your 

tablet/computer is a lot smaller than the actual design/pantograph size, printing allows you to see it 

in real size. You do not have to print the whole pantograph. One corner area of the pantograph can 

be sufficient to see if you have designed with the correct number of patterns, pattern height and 

have a suitable space between rows, which will suit/enhance your quilt top.  

From the Home screen of your software – Right Panel – Print – select Pattern/Pantograph.   

 

 

    

 

 

Select Pattern and bring in your previously designed pantograph. 

 

To print a sizeable area of your panto you can print individual pages by typing in the Print Page area 

1-2, 10-11 and it will print the pages in the left hand corner (2 rows) which will give you enough of 

the pantograph to see if the design size is suitable for your quilt top. You may need to align the 

pages. 
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Printing A Quilt 

Firstly you have to have created a quilt layout and saved it as a .qlt file. 

 

 

 

 

 

Open the home screen and select Quilt Layout directly under the right panel heading of Print. 

Select a previously saved Quilt. 

You can set the area you wish to print by choosing a row, a single pattern or the entire quilt by 

simply selecting the associated pages if you wish. 

 

 

Another way of selecting a printing area is by using your mouse. You can adjust the area to be 

printed by dragging the curser and changing the dark blue line to light blue. This allows you to select 

and move the area you want to be printed. You will note that the page numbers change also. 
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In this instance you will be printing the top row. Notice how the page numbers have now changed. 

 

Print Options  

Across the bottom of the screen there are options on how the quit will be displayed/printed. 

 

1. Show Stitching – When this option is turned on by a green tick, the stitches will appear on 

the screen and also on the printed quilt. If not turned on, a solid line will be displayed and 

printed. 

2. Block Border – This option shows or hides the block borders of the quilt. 

3. Show Page – Here you can choose to have the page numbers displayed, or not. 

4. Stitches Per Inch –This setting gives you the option to adjust the SPI, and will be displayed 

when you print the pattern or quilt. 

5. Sheet Caption – You can add a special note to the print pages if you wish. 

6. Print Setup – Allows you to select a particular printer. 

7. Print Pattern –Prints all pages from the preview window, unless specified by the” Print 

Pages” option. 

8. Print Map –This will print a map of how the printed pages would be placed together. 

9. Print Pages – This option allows you to specify what pages you want printed. 
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Record from Free Motion  

The record function allows you to record any movement from your machine carriage. This 

movement may be from free motion quilting or from tracing from a paper design. You may then sew 

this or save for later use. 

From the right panel under the Print column select Record 

 

Set your safe area. 

The record screen will now open. 

 

Record Options 

Start/stop recording –starts and stops recording. 

Back – Back to main menu. 

Tools –Opens the tools menu. 

Clear –Clears all pattern data on the record screen. 

Edit –Takes the recorded pattern and opens it in Pattern Cad. 

Start Recording – Starts recording the pattern. 

Sew Recorded – Sews the recorded pattern. 
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Once you have selected Start Recording and moving the machine carriage you will notice a line being 

drawn on the screen. This line follows the movement of your carriage. When you are happy with 

your design, select Stop.  

 

 

 

At this point you can always continue by selecting the Start Recording again or if completed Save the 

design.  

Another option is to now sew the design by selecting the Sew Recorded. This will now take you to 

the placement screen and you can sew your design. 
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For Nolting Quilting Machines 

Designing in Quiltmagine 

Start up your program, and from the Design& Create menu select Quilt Layout. 

 

 

 

To start we need to set some parameters for our quilt top. Our quilt will be 48 inches square. 
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To do this we need to select Size from the menu on the right hand side – I have chosen 6 x 6 with 8 

Inch x 8 Inch blocks making our quilt 48 inches square. Tap OK to register. 

Highlight the four corner blocks (to highlight just tap on each corner and it will become darker in 

colour. This is because they have become active). Note:  that our quilt measurements and block size 

are stated at the bottom of our screen  

 

Tap Select Pattern from the menu on the right hand side and go to Triangle and select Pattern 13gpf. 

And then tap OPEN.  We should be able to see our pattern in the viewing box.  Then tap on Place 

Pattern, this will now place the pattern in each of the 4 corner blocks. 

 

                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pattern has now been placed in all active corners. 
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Tap to Select Tools  and then Triangle Blocks, and then CRISS CROSS. 

This will place the pattern 4 times within each of our corner blocks that are  

Highlighted (active). – Note that there are Four green ticks below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We now need to tap each of the 4 corner blocks so that they are no longer active. – Now go to 

Layout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tap every other block on the outer border to highlight them (see above) this means they are active. 

From the menu on our left Select Pattern – go to Triangle and again select the pattern 13 gpf – It 

should now be in a viewing window.  Then tap Place pattern. 
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It now looks like above – from the menu once again select Tools,  

Triangle Blocks and then Diagonal on the Left. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tap Layout to return to the main screen – now tap all the hightlighted blocks so that  

they are no longer active.  Now we need to tap the remaining blocks on the outer  

border to make then active – our pattern should still be in the veiwing  

window – tap Place pattern. 

We will follow the same steps as before – only this time we will select Diagonal Right, 

See Below. 
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With all programs, you have many ways to do something – so you can always 

make a block active by taping it, then go to the top of the screen and select Edit 

where you will find the functions for Copy and Paste.  You can also go to Select at 

the top of your screen where you find other alternatives for selecting the blocks 

to make then active. 

 

Handy Hint – remember to only have the blocks highlighted (active) that you want 

to use.  You can tap a highlighted block to deactivate it or use the UNDO Icon  

at the of top of the screen. 

You can also use the menu on the right of our screens. By selecting them you  

can see the many options that come up.  Whichever way you choose to use, 

it all works. 

Designing the Centre block. 

Tap to activate the four centre blocks – Now go to LAYOUT and  

select Merge – you will now only have one centre block. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now select Place Pattern – Tools – Triangle Blocks – Criss Cross – We now have one large block in the 

centre to match our outer corners. 
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Designing the inner boarder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tap a block for the inner boarder to make it active – then tap Place Pattern – 

then Tap Stretch Icon – this will fit the design to our block size. 

Tap the remaining blocks in the inner border to make them active. Then use the 

copy and paste method from the edit icon at the top of our screens to place the 

design. –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now activate the blocks that you want and use the rotate and flip tools from our menu on the left. – 

remember to deactivate the blocks once you have rotated them. 
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Congratulations you have designed your first quilt layout and are ready to Quilt. 

Handy Hints – you can use your                           Icon to DELETE everything in highlighted Blocks or 

alternatively you can use the delete key on your computer keyboard. 

You can also use your All/None Icon to deactivate several blocks at once.  

This is just a quicker way than having to click on each block to activate or 

deactivate the blocks. 

ACTIVATE – when you first activate a block its shaded quite dark when 

you move to the next block and activate it, the first block is now paler – 

even though the blocks appear paler they are still active. 

You can also use the Select Boxes in Layout to select boxes in the 

sequences listed when designing – especially when using multiples of 

the same blocks.  

You can also select copy & paste 

from the drop down menu at the 

top our screens under edit. 

You will also see that we can delete from here, Flip Horizontal 

Flip Vertical as well as other options. 

 

 

 

The other alternative to using the drop down menu to copy and paste, you can use the Copy and 

Paste Icons from the tool bar at the top of the screen. Use whatever way you are comfortable with. 

There is no right or wrong way, just a different way. 

 


